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As a Department, we have been 

engaged in a semester-long 
inquiry on writing.  
 
Research Questions: 
• What do we value in good 

writing? 
• What do we expect of our 

students? 
• How is writing assigned in 

our courses?  
• How is writing assessed? 

 
In September, the majority of 
full-time and adjunct instructors 
from every program in the 
Department participated in a 
faculty survey about writing. 
 
 

What We Found 
 
• We value the students’ ability 

to communicate ideas clearly, 
correctly, and in an organized 
fashion. 

• Expectations are high for 
student writing. 

• We all assign a variety of 
writing assignments in our 
courses. 

 

New Questions 
 
• How do students experience 

writing in our courses? 
• What writing supports are 

most helpful to our students? 
 
 
 
 

Student Survey 
 
The student survey was 
designed based on data 
collected from the faculty 

survey. 
 
Applied Science instructors and 
tutors reviewed the survey. 
 
The survey was also reviewed 
by consultants in the English 
Department, the Assessment 
Committee, a professional 

organization for adjunct faculty 
called ACCESS, and an 
international listserv on 
Assessment in Higher Education 
called ASSESS.   
 
 
 To Send the Student Survey link through Blackboard 

1. Open your course & Click “Create Announcement” 
2. Type "Student Survey" in the subject line 
3. Copy & Paste the following message: Please complete this survey about 

writing so instructors can learn how best to support your work.Click 

this link to complete the 
survey https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/StudentWriting2012 If 
the link does not open, please copy and paste it into your browser. 

4. When you post the announcement, click “send a copy of this announcement 
immediately” & it will go to your students’ e-mail. 
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Findings from our recent faculty survey 

What’s next? 
Carrie Nepstad, Assessment Liaison for the Applied 
Science Department, is in the process of reviewing all 

Fall 2012 Applied Science syllabi. A very lucky woman! 

She is looking at these to understand what we faculty 
communicate to students about their writing.  She will 
specifically look for: 

1. Number of writing assignments 

2. Type of writing assignments 

3. Assessment strategies for writing assignments 

Why? 
The purpose of the syllabus review is to use a data 
collection strategy for gathering information about our 
courses in order to build a picture of how writing is 
currently assigned and assessed in all Applied Science 
courses. 

Goal 
To use assessment data to develop resources for 

students and faculty in order to improve student 
learning outcomes in terms of writing across all 
Applied Science courses, regardless of discipline. 

 
Do you have suggestions, comments or critical questions? 

We welcome them all! 

Please contact Carrie Nepstad 
cnepstad@ccc.edu 
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