
Writing Rubric Points for this essay are assigned in the following manner: 
 
An A-paper covers the following.  
You will receive an A if you: 

Take risks in presenting material (a thesis that is unusual, or an example outside the usual). 
Present an original analysis of the material (no Cliff Notes rehash, please). 
Understand the format required and follow it. 
Follow spelling and grammatical conventions of Edited Standard American English. 
Present ideas in a manner clear to a person with little or no knowledge of the topic you are analyzing. 
Include evidence to support your main thesis topic and the main points of each paragraph. 
Use language appropriate for the assignment. 
Are correct (or have argued persuasively) that your evidence supports the main points. 
. 

A B-paper covers the following.  
You will receive a B if you: 

Understand the format required and follow it. 
Follow spelling and grammatical conventions of Edited Standard American English. 
Present ideas in a manner clear to a person with little or no knowledge of the topic you are analyzing. 
Include evidence to support your main thesis topic and the main points of each paragraph. 
Use language appropriate for the assignment. 
Are correct (or have argued persuasively) that your evidence supports the main points. 

 
A C-paper covers the following. 
You will receive a C, if you: 

List topics without a reasonable explanation (reasonable to someone with no knowledge of these 
topics). 
Repeat the plot or story in your essay without any analysis. 
Exhibit a few problems with Edited Standard American English (no more than 2 spelling or 
grammatical problems per page.) 
Do not explain how the scene illustrates the particular narrative device. 
Correctly identify and analyze only two of the three main themes. 

 
A D-paper mirrors the following. 
You will receive D, if you 

List themes or ideas without any explanation. 
Include huge chunks of undigested material from your sources; this includes telling me what 
happened in great detail. 
Demonstrate major problems with Edited Standard American English (no more than 4 spelling or 
grammatical errors per page). 
Correctly identify and analyze only one of the three ideas. 

 
The following describes an F-paper. 
You will receive an F, if you 

Incorrectly identify all of the points. 
Do not follow the format of the essay (e.g. write an essay that only seems to be a letter to a friend, but 
reads as though you put “Dear Fred” on a formal essay). 
Do not demonstrate your knowledge of Edited Standard American English (more than 4 spelling or 
grammatical errors per page). I will stop reading your paper after the fourth grammatical or spelling 
error. 

 


